
The Parish of Upper Ryedale 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish News 
January February 

 2022 
 

1 



Who’s who  

Parish Website: https//www.upperryedale.org.uk 

Vicar  Vacant   

Parish Deacon Helen Rawlings 01439 798175 

  hrawlings@sky.com 

PCC Vice Chairman Honor Wright 01845 597464 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Settle 01845 597806 

PCC Treasurer Joyce Garbutt 01439 798247 

Safeguarding Officer George Gyte 01439 798992 

Deanery Synod Tony Briggs 01439 798320 

  Honor Wright 01845 597464 

Editor Parish News Rev H Rawlings 01439 798175 

Dear Friends 
 I hope you all had a very Happy Christmas and that 2022 will prove 
to be a healthy and prosperous year for us all.  
It might seem a little strange to some that our picture on the front  
cover is of The Adoration of the Maji (by Pieter Brueghel the elder) 
but of course the wise men didn’t visit until sometime after Christ’s 
birth. In the church we celebrate it on 6th January as Epiphany. We 
don’t really know exactly when any of these things occurred; the 
church chose these dates centuries ago to give us a focus for our  
celebrations.  
Epiphany means a revelation or realisation of the truth—often sudden
– and brought on by a significant event— rather like a light bulb  
moment. The bible doesn’t tell us how many wise men there were; 
but they brought three gifts so the idea of their being three of them 
quickly grew into tradition. The gifts they brought and distance they 
travelled—not to mention their ability to obtain an audience with King 
Herod- meant they were wealthy with great status. So popular  
tradition, from very early times, made them Kings and even gave 
them names. Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar.  
In the bible the Maji bow down and pay the child homage before 

opening their gifts.  

Then after being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, one of the 

most telling lines in their bible story “they left for their own country by 



another road” After their Epiphany their lives were changed. 

Brueghel’s Adoration is probably one of the ugliest old masters I know 
of. It hangs in the National gallery in London and is quite large, the 
figures are almost life-sized.   
None of the Maji, the soldiers, or other onlookers are actually looking 
at Jesus, in fact one seems to be wearing thick glasses and another’s 
eyes appear to be stitched up. Brueghel has deliberately painted the 
ugliness of blind humanity surrounding the Christ child. They fail to 
see what is in front of them.  Christ often linked understanding with 
being able to see 
“If you have eyes to see – then see” 

One soldier’s staff is shaped like a cross, a symbol of Christ’s  
inevitable death, whilst the child shrinks back from another, the gift of 
myrrh. He is condemned to death by human wickedness.  
There is nothing in this painting to suggest divinity, even Mary’s halo 

is just a straw hat held behind her by Joseph. It is not known for  

certain but, having been painted around 1564, post-reformation, it is 

likely the ugliness of the characters in this painting is, as well as being 

a comment on the state of humanity, is also an indictment of the  

established church. Next time you’re in London it is worth a look but 

it’s not a picture to hang on your walls; unlike the beautiful Wilton  

Diptych on pg 13 
  

 A prayer to welcome in the New Year  

Known as The Gate of the Year by Minnie Louise Haskins it is  

actually the first part of a longer poem called “God only knows” 

It is often used at Funerals— but I think it sums up leaving 2021 

behind and stepping out into 2022 
  

  I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

 “Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”  

And he replied: 

 “Go out into the darkness and  

put your hand into the Hand of God.  

That shall be to you better than light  

and safer than a known way.”  

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God,  

trod gladly into the night.  
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News from around the Parish   
 

Advent Food Bank 
The food items collected by the Parish during Asdvent for the 
Middlesbrough Foodbank have been gratefully received by the 
Foodbank organisers. They expressed their appreciation to those 
in Upper Ryedale who gave for the needy in time for Christmas. 
Thank you very much.  
 

Rievaulx WI News: The February meeting is an ‘entertain  
ourselves’ at 2.00 pm in Rievaulx  Village Hall and anyone is wel-
come to join us for Teac, cake and a chat. 
Looking ahead to March on 2nd at 2.00 pm Rosanna James is 
speaking on gardening. 
 

Scawton Christmas Fair 
After a false start due to storm Arwen, a successful Scawton craft 
fair was held a week later than planned. We would like to say a 
big thankyou to everyone who helped or supported the event 
which raised £364 in aid of St Mary's Church. 
 

1
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 Helmsley Scout Group would like to thank the parish for their 
continued support for the Scout Christmas Post service. This year 
saw 1500 cards delivered around Helmsley, Upper Ryedale, Am-
pleforth & Oswaldkirk. To date a total of £380 has been raised 
towards the new building fund with donations still coming in. 
  The Scout Group are looking for a treasurer to support the  

The Power Cuts 

Many of us were without water as well as power.  

Communication is vital at such times, and as so many phones 

are reliant on electricity it was difficult for to let anyone know if 

you needed help.  My only socket for an ‘old fashioned’  

telephone is in the office at the opposite end of the house 

from where I have my log burner, so I don’t hear it—This 

means  it is only good for phoning out. My mobile doesn’t 

have enough signal for calls but will receive texts. If this  

emergency happens again, which I’m sure it will. please text 

me on 07967 695753 saying who it is and asking me to call 

back. (See also Cold Kirby article over the page) 



Rievaulx Methodist’s  
 

Services will continue each Sunday during January and February in the 
Methodist Chapel  (Government Covid restrictions allowing)  
 

There are morning services (10.30 a.m.) on the second and fourth  
Sundays of each month and an evening service every Sunday at 6.30 p.m.  
Additionally, all the evening services are live streamed on Zoom for 
those unable to attend in person 
 

A series of four Bible Studies on Zoom begins on Tuesday 
11th January at 7.30 p.m.  led by Keith Hall,  The dates are all Tuesdays, 
11th and 25th January, and 8th and 22nd February.  The series will be 
entitled ‘Walls and Gates’ based around the Old Testament book of  
Nehemiah but it will also range further. There will be opportunities for some 
discussion but there will be no pressure for anyone to contribute if they  
prefer not to speak - just come along and listen.  The Zoom link will be sent 
out nearer the time so please email the address above if you would like an 
invitation. In the meantime please book the dates. It will be great that we 
can look at God’s Word together. 
 

If you would like to receive the zoom joining details for any of the services 
or Bible studies please email the following address:      
rievaulxmethodist@gmail.com.    
Please note that there will be a different zoom number for each service/
study. 
 

Carol Singing  
We had an excellent five night’s Carol Singing before Christmas which was 

really well received.   For those who went singing it was quite emotional for 

us as we started singing on the first night as the  

Christmas tree was lit on Old Byland Village Green we realised that we 

were back doing it again after not being able to go singing last year.  What 

a privilege it is to be out in the community sharing the message of Christ-

mas and giving a Christian witness in this way singing at every house in 

four villages and at most of the scattered farms in the area. So many  

people said that they had missed us last year and that it would make their 

Christmas this year.  We did take precautions by all of us taking a Covid 

test before singing each night and we social distanced ourselves from each 

other and from those listening. We even had a socially distanced  

collecting box and raised just over £1,300 for the Great North Air Ambu-

lance and Yorkshire Cancer Research. No indoor suppers this year for the 

carol singers to end each evening this year, instead a welcome hot cup or 
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COLD KIRBY VILLAGE HALL 

BIZARRE BAZAAR 
Thank you to everyone who came and supported the Bizarre Bazaar 
at the village hall on the 11th December. It was a fabulous event and 
well attended. We hope you all enjoyed shopping on your doorstep 
too.  
 

HELP NEEDED! 
The hall is in need of ongoing maintenance and it is also important to 
try to keep improving the facilities there for the benefit of the whole 
community.    
So we  are planning on giving the hall a bit of a face lift this year. We 
are looking ahead to potentially painting inside and out and sorting out 
a patio area at the rear of the hall. Please could you get in touch with 
Kevin Tamkin (01845 597884 or ktamkin@live.uk) if you would be 
happy to have your name added to an email list as a call to arms when 
the weather is right and supplies are available to get the jobs done.   
 

This does not have to be a big time commitment - the more people 
who are willing to give a couple of hours now and again the easier the 
task will be!  
 
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE 
Like others in Upper Ryedale, we all had to manage without power or 
water for up to four days at the end of November.  This followed the 
earlier interruption to water supplies for three days in Septem-
ber.  During these emergencies Cold Kirby worked well together as a 
community with lots of people sharing information, seeking to look af-
ter one another and providing help to those those who needed it - as 
indeed we have throughout the covid pandemic as well. 
 

Since these kinds of event seem to be happening more frequently, not 
least against the backdrop of climate change, we thought it would be a 
good idea to have a discussion at the next Village Hall meeting on 
Wednesday 19th January about lessons learned and what more we 
can do to help ourselves and to make our community as resilient as 
possible, as well as to give feedback to the utility companies and local 
councils to help them improve their responses!   
 

In Cold Kirby we do not have a Parish Council or a formal Parish 
Meeting so the village hall committee seems like the best forum for 
this.  So if you have information or ideas to feed in please get in touch 
with Jerry Walker (07817 939252 or jcmwalker@aol.com) or Becky 
McMurray (07985 676385 or unique4us@icloud.com).   
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The Barn Owl  

“With its ghostly white form and association with churchyards and old 

ruins, it is little wonder this bird has become linked with tales of the 

supernatural. It usually becomes active at dusk, when it quarters low 

over the ground with a slow, buoyant wavering flight alternating with 

slow glides.” So starts Alan Richards description of the barn owl in our 

old copy of his Field Guide of British Birds. Whilst this introduction is 

most eloquent, I don’t think the Cold Kirby barn owls have ever read it; 

certainly not that they should “usually become active at dusk”. It 

seems that their hunting habits might be more determined by “has it 

stopped raining yet?”, but more of that anon. 

We feel very privileged that for large parts of the year the sight of a 

barn owl hunting across the local fields is a daily experience. On a 

couple occasions we have been lucky enough to see two barn owls 

hunting at the same time. Primarily they hunt using their extremely 

sensitive hearing to listen for the sound of small mammals moving in 

the grass; coupled with their virtually silent wing beats they are ex-

tremely well adapted for this activity. The barn owl’s wings are indeed 

a lesson in aerodynamics – they are large and wide in order to gener-

ate a lot of lift consequently their wings beats can be slow, the flight 

feathers are covered in downy hair to reduce turbulence off the trailing 

edge of the wing, and the feathers at the leading edge of have curved 

hooks at the front to slip through the air. The downside of this speciali-

sation is the feathers are not waterproof and barn owls struggle to fly 

and hunt in wet weather.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Towards the end of 2020 we met local mammal expert Derek Capes 

who has been leading a number of projects locally to establish the 

health of small animal populations. In researching he uses a  

methodology based on examining skeletal remains in barn owl pellets 

in order to identify the species of the owls victims. Whilst this sounded 

more like the forensic work of a pathologist in some TV crime drama, 

he assured us that this is one of the most reliable methods for moni-

toring small animal populations.  

Subsequently he visited our property to obtain some barn owl pellets 

for analysis. His findings make interesting reading: Whilst barn owls 

have a preference for field voles, he found that only 25.0% of the  

pellets contained field voles. He speculated that this was probably the 

result of the owl foraging mostly over fields used for grazing, whereas 

they usually inhabit rougher terrain, with more tussocky and taller 

growth. However, undernourishment did not appear to be a problem 

because 30% of the pellets contained a total of six brown rats! His 

personal highlight of the results however was a single house mouse 

(5.0%). He had come across very few in his studies across the North 

York Moors - whether that is due to real rarity or because barn owls 

and house mice don't inhabit the same territories is open to further 

investigation. The most numerous species found was the common 

shrew with a total of 8 making up 40.0% of the overall sample.  
 

It’s a constant delight to see the barn owl hunting on our property.  

One particularly fond memory we have is the close encounter that one 

of our old terriers, Patsy, had one evening with a barn owl.  Now Patsy 

was acquired from a Welsh Dairy Farm, and whilst sold as a Jack 

Russell, it became clear as she grew (& grew) that there was probably 

something else in the mix (we often suspected border collie).  

Needless to say she had boundless energy levels and trotting up to 

see the horses was one of her favourite occupations, and whilst she 

knew the way like the back of her paw, there were always numerous 

distractions for her highly inquisitive nature. The particular evening in 

question Patsy had disappeared off enroute, so we stopped to wait for 

her to catch up. No great hardship, it was a warm summers evening 

and we were enjoying watching a barn owl hovering, in that way they 

have usually before they pounce on their prey. At that point Patsy 

emerged from the long grass, blissfully unaware that she was being 

stalked by a very ambitious barn owl! It was very disconcerting just 

how long the owl continued to hover over her, even once Patsy was in 

clear view. We both breathed a huge sigh of relief when the barn owl 

decided that perhaps Patsy wasn’t such an appetising snack and 



Although barn owls in captivity can live for up to 15 years, in the wild a 

more typical lifespan is around 4 years. Mortality is particularly high in 

younger birds, either because of lack of food to feed all the brood, or 

once fledged due to inexperience in hunting. Major causes of mortality 

of adult birds is road traffic, flying into power lines, poisoning, drowning, 

and starvation.  Whilst fortunately traffic is not a major risk here, and 

although we can’t influence the overhead power lines, there are still 

things which we can do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, what are the types of things that we can do to help the local barn 

owls:-  

 Allow areas of longer uncut grass around fields, paddocks and 

garden boundaries , 

 Reduce or avoid the use of rat poisons (eating a rodent that has 

been poisoned can kill an owl),  

 Put floats in water troughs, horse water buckets and uncovered 

waterbutts to prevent drowning. 

 Erect nest boxes to supplement the local ash tree nesting sites 

which are at risk from ash die back. 
 

For more information on all these measures take a look at: 



  
 
  

 Sheep Breeds around the world 
 

Most of us are familiar with the native sheep breeds in the UK, but 
around the world there are many different interesting breeds of sheep 
suited to many different climates and environments. Here is a rundown 
of 5 sheep breeds which may look a bit different to what we’re used to! 
 

First up we have the Valais Blacknose. 
This breed is becoming increasingly 
common in the UK because of it’s cute 
looks. The breed originates from  
Switzerland and is well adapted to  
grazing in steep mountain terrain with  
a thick woolly coat to keep warm. It is a 
dual purpose breed bred for both meat 
and wool. 

 
Next we have the Racka. These 
originate from Hungary and are 

used for milk, wool and meat  
production. Their most notable 

feature is their corkscrew horns 
which are found on both ewes 

and tups. They are a very hardy 
and quiet breed and can be  

either all black or white with a 
ginger head. 

  
Third on the list are fat tail 
sheep. There are many differ-
ent breeds of fat tail sheep 
originating from the Middle 
East, Africa and Asia. The 
tails of these sheep work 
much like a camels hump, 
storing fat to enable them to 
survive periods of drought. 
and many cultures use the tail 
fat for cooking. They have 
recently found  
popularity in Australia due to their ability to tolerate hot, dry weather 
and 20-25% of sheep worldwide belong to one of the fat tail breeds. 
Typically they are produced for milk and meat production. The sheep 



  

  

 The Ouessant, from the island of  
Ouessant off the coast of Brittany, is 

the worlds smallest breed of sheep 
standing at around 40cm high. Their 

small size is due in part to windy  
Atlantic weather and poor grazing on 

the island. They have a thick, high 
quality fleece which is good for  

spinning and naturally short tails which 
don’t 

need to be docked. 
 

Finally, the Najdi sheep are a very tall 
breed originating from the Arabian 
peninsula. Although they are less 
drought tolerant than the fat tail 
breeds, they are still well adapted to 
arid environments. They are prized for 
their milk production and long, straight 
wool. In Saudi Arabia, they are entered 
in “sheep beauty pageants” similar to a 
show and sale here in the UK. 

Pancake Racing 
 

Depending on the situation with Covid we hope to have a 
family service followed by Pancake races in the Village Hall 
at Hawnby on Sunday 27th February, (the Sunday before 
Shrove Tuesday) 
There will be refreshments, including of course, pancakes   
A February update with more details will be circulated  
nearer the time. Look, as well for posters and for information 

posted on the Hawnby Facebook 
page. 
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There’s Nowt Like Mother Nature 
 

No Auld Lang Syne parties 
brought in the New Year, 
twenty two has arrived, 

January is here. 
 

A month unloved by many, 
met with a frosty heart, 

but there’s a sense of promise, 
of new life; a fresh start. 

 
The days are getting longer. 
Snowdrops start to appear. 
Trees are waking slowly, 
as spring gets ever near 

 
Then, here comes February, 

just as bleak; just as cold, 
except that now there’s bird song, 

blackbird, skylark, sing tunes of old. 
 

 The fourteenth is their ‘wedding day’. 
A partner must be found. 

Listen - in the early morning - 
as the air fills with glorious sound 

 
Don’t be saddened by winter, 

everything will reappear.                              
Search out Mother Nature, 



 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another adoration painting, this by an unknown artist, painted 170 

years earlier than the Brueghel, it is quite rightly one of the jewels 

in the crown of the National Gallery,  It is a diptych, in other words 

in two parts, hinged in the middle to fold up and be transportable. 

It is thought to have been made for the private devotions of Rich-

ard II, near the end of his life, for reflection on his own humanity. 

He was born on 6
th
 January, Epiphany and he appears himself as 

the king kneeling.  Christ leans out towards him in blessing both 

him and the flag of England  also the symbol of the resurrection. It 

is held by one of the many angel’s who surround Jesus.  On the 

Orb at the top of the pole is a barely visible miniature of the map of 

England possibly inspiring Shakespeare’s   “sceptre’d isle”   

Richard is supported by Edward the confessor (England’s Patron 

Saint before the crusades) and St Edmund. Three English Kings, 

all presented to Christ by John the Baptist; Richard’s patron saint. 

The three Kings humble before their God. 

For you have but mistook me all this while; 
I live with bread like you, feel want, 

Wilton Diptych (c. 1395–99) National Gallery, London. 



 
 New Year Quiz. 

Fruit and Vegetables 
The clues are a mixture of factual, anagrams, cryptic etc. All the  

answers are names of edible fruits and vegetables including nuts, 
herbs and spices.  

You can do this just for fun or you can send your answers to me at 
the Rectory Old Byland or by email to hrawlings@sky.com, by 31

st
 

January, for the chance of winning an extremely small prize. 
Answers next edition (editors decision is final) 
 

1. Wee Jack was pleased with his bad table manners 

2. Actor Jack has something missing mid-stage 

3. Now can you spot a toucan here? 

4. Nickname of a spice girl 

5. Sugary pain in your toe  

6. Father agrees to buy fruit 

7. A town in Somerset 

8. The shape can determine the nut 

9. There’s not so much room in here! 

10. Place an atom in the core 

11. Loser? Right! 

12. Snake, a cloth, you and me! 

13. Makes you cry 

14. Sounds like a horse going in circles 

15. A musical sergeant 

16. Sounds like your brother’s dog! 

17. He parks his Rolls Royce at the racecourse 

18. Brrrh – it’s cold in here! 

19. Environmentally friendly meter 

20. Ma makes a right to-do! 

21. At the centre there are bees’ houses 

22. Nasturtiums clinging to the wall – scrape them away! 

23. Joseph and Joanna hear the sheep bleating 

24. Merrily, cheerily off to China 

25. Feed the leaves to silkworms 

26. Look at 2, reverse 1 and 3 to get another 

27. The lady points to the bookrack 

28. Dad’s for the chop! 

29. The crocus give sup its flowers 

30. Definitely not pretty! 
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TRADITIONAL  RARE BREED PORK 

Produced from Rare Breed Pigs.  Whole, half or quarter pigs prepared for 

your freezer. 
Succulent, juicy pork full of flavour and crackling second to none. 
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY  ORDERS BEING TAKEN NOW 
Please phone Jane Buckle on 01439 798325  or e-mail                     

janebuckle@gmx.com 

Hawnby Stores and Tearoom.   
YO62 5QR  01439 798223.                                                            

hawnbytearoom@gmail.com 
Opening times.  Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri & Sat 8am to 8pm.  
Wed 8am to 1pm. Sun 10.30am to 8pm 

Fully licensed general store with weekly box delivery or col-
lection service including fresh fruit, vegetables and meats.  

Newspapers, magazines and postal services. 
Tearoom serving locally sourced value for money teas and 
snacks  9.00am –5.00pm daily  except Wednesday 1/2 day 

closing at13.00 
Mobile top ups and bill payments.   

Wireless broadband internet access 

CARLTON SERVICE STATION 
Richard Shores and Tracy Thompson of Carlton Service Station are de-

lighted to be able to offer the residents of Upper Ryedale a 10% discount 
on labour. 
All makes and models of cars, 4x4s, light vans and trailers serviced and 

MOTs carried out.  Modern Diagnostic Equipment  Tyres & Exhausts at 

competitive prices 
Richard can collect your car from home, carry out an inspection to see 

what work is required and contact you by phone to advise of price   
Courtesy car available , subject to insurance 
Richard & Tracy can be contacted on 01845 537676 or 01845 522381 

Darren Chandler BSc Hons (Ost) For all your aches, pains and sports 

injuries 
15% discount on presenting this advert for osteopathy only.    
No photocopies & one voucher per treatment   t: 01751 430335 
 w: www.darrenchandlerosteopath.co.uk 

Northern Tank Services.  Storage Tank Specialists Oil, Diesel, Water 

and Ad Blue Tanks.  Tanks supplied and installed.  Tank Gauges and 

Parts available.  Tel. Graeme Waters on 01642 785627  
www.northerntankservices.co.uk 

mailto:janebuckle@gmx.com
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Sunday 
 9th January 

10.00am 
  

All Saints, Old Byland 
Baptism of Christ 
Communion by Extension 
  

Sunday  
16th January 

10.00am St. Michael’s Cold Kirby 
   
 Parish Communion  

Sunday             
23rd January 

10.00am All Saint’s Hawnby 
Communion by Extension 
  

Sunday 
30th January 

10.00am St. John’s Bilsdale 

Communion by Extension 

Sunday 
6th February 

10.00am 
St Mary’s Scawton 
Candlemas 
Communion by Extension 
 
 

Sunday  
13th February 

10.00am 
All Saint’s Old Byland 
Communion by Extension 
  

 Sunday  
20th February 

  
St. Michael’s Cold Kirby 
 Parish Communion   

Sunday 
27th February 
  

10.00am 
All Saint’s Hawnby 
Family service and  
Pancake racing. TBC  
see page 11 
  

 Sunday 
6th March 
 1st of Lent 

4.00pm 
St. Mary’s Scawton 
Communion by Extension 
with imposition of ashes 
 
  

Services in the Parish January & February 2022 

Below are the prospective services,  which we hope will go ahead as 

planned but if there are more restrictions we may need to hold some of 

these  on-line  


